For Immediate Release

Judge Timothy J. Grendell Announces Reasonable Precautionary
Measures at Probate/Juvenile Court
March 11, 2020, Chardon – Based on the Geauga Department Public Health’s recent statement that it is
reasonable to expect Geauga County will see some Coronavirus cases in the future, and the Ohio Supreme
Court’s recommendation that courts take reasonable precautionary measures, Judge Tim Grendell has
announced precautionary steps that the Probate and Juvenile Court will be taking, in an abundance of
caution, to help reduce possible public exposure, while still maintaining court services, for the next two
weeks:
1. Pretrial and Review Hearings will be conducted by teleconference.
2. Essential hearings, Emergency Custody, Guardianship and Statutorily required hearings will be
held in court, but only the parties, their attorneys and required witnesses shall attend.
3. Nonessential hearings will be rescheduled to April.
4. Filings will be accepted by fax at 440-285-8751, as long as the original is filed by mail.
5. All individuals coming into court will be required to wash or sanitize their hands upon entering the court building, and all counters, tables, and doorknobs will be disinfected throughout
the day.
6. The Court and clerk’s counter will remain open for filings during the business day, as usual.
“First and foremost, the Probate and Juvenile Court will remain open and will continue to provide judicial
services to Geauga County residents,” said Judge Grendell. “I hope that the coronavirus situation passes
our County quickly, without serious local impact, but as the old adage says: An ounce of precaution is
worth a pound of cure.”
If you have any questions about your case or court services, please call (440) 279-1830. For general inquiries about the coronavirus, you can visit the Ohio Department of Health’s Coronavirus webpage at
www.coronavirus.ohio.gov, or call their Coronavirus call center toll free at 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833427-5634).

